Sect. 3—illegal or irregular distress      263
Replevin.—This form of proceedings is not very often
launched nowadays, as practically identical remedies can
usually be secured with less formality, by alternative
means, but it is the appropriate remedy and may be of
value where it is essential to the owner to recover pos-
session of goods without delay (w) and there is a doubt
whether an order for their preservation will be made by
the Court. It is a judicial redelivery to their owner of
goods which he alleges have been wrongfully seized,
whether under a distress for rent or otherwise (x), upon
his giving security to cover the rent or the value of the
goods, and the probable costs of the action, and under-
taking to prosecute an action against the distrainor
without delay to determine the right to distrain (y).
Power to grant replevin bonds is now given exclusively
to the registrar of the County Court of the district in
which the goods are seized (z). The action subsequent
to the grant of the bond may, however, be brought either
in the High Court or the County Court, but if the action
is to be brought in the High Court it is made a condition
of- the bond that the replevisor shall prove that he had a
good ground for believing either that the title to some
hereditament exceeding £20 in value or some toll
market fair or franchise was in question, or that the
alleged rent or damage in respect of which the distress
was made or the value of the goods seized exceeded
£20 (a). The joinder of other causes of action with
replevin is said to be, at Common Law, irregular and
illegal (6). Whether this be the case or not, at any rate
in the County Court no cause of action may be joined
(w) Gibbs v. Cruikshank (1873), L.R. 8 C.P. 454, 459 ; 1 Digest 16,725.
(*) Mellor v. Leather (1853), 1 E. & B. 619 ; 18 Digest 371, 1122;
George v. Chambers (1843), 11 M. & W. 149 ; 18 Digest 451, 1873.
(y) County Courts Act, 1934, ss. 101-103; 27 Halsbury's Statutes
139, 140.
(z) Ibid., s. 101.
 (a)	Ibid., s. 102.
 (b)	Mungean v. Wheatley (1851), 6 Ex. 88, per Pollock, C.B., and
Parke, B., at p. 97;   13 Digest 475, 251.

